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models of the future civilization. (Author/XNQ)
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An Attempted Denomination of.the Axioﬂaqicat
Characteristics of the Theory of Rural‘Soqial ‘\//
Development in the Society of the Future s
(Outliné of the subjectmatter)
by
Jerzy Damrosg
(Warsaw, Poland)

I Determination of the content of the

principal theoretical premises

There is such a thing as a universal law of social_develop-{ﬁ
ment as there are historically conditioned and variable mecha-
nisms of social life. But there is no universal theory able t0
- generalize that law by als tracting from the current ~ accumu-
1zted stock ofwﬂhowledge, way of thinking and the range‘of our
ignorence. It is thus periodically necessary to verify our'the-ﬁi
oretical formulations, disclose doubts and work out new theo- ﬂ
.retical ideas gnd modes of action. This applies to situations
vwhen we improve the procedure of cognition of the social real-
ity and when we aim to trénsform that reality. But it is first
of all necessary to register the gaps in our reéearch with the
hope to reveal our ignorance which ahould grow in measure‘With
the expansion of scientific attainments. As Jean Fourastie .
points outs "Unrevealed ignorance often generates errors. This:
applies not only to scholars, but also to publicistsg, political
leaders, activists-in which case the consequences. of such er-‘:
~ors may be particular1y4dangerous"? /

The tempo of social chenge is ever more rapid and the rate

of technico-economic change is still more repid. But the transé
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formation of man's psychogsomatic system tokes place much

‘more slowly. This is the essence of the problem &nd the

theoretical premises of the development of the rural areas
end of the local community should be considered on that
background. The pressure of ncw phenomena in the Sphere of

the theory of needs and the maturing of new problems demand-

_ing solutions both on the scale of the local community and

of the society as a whole, require new theoretical methodo-
logical es well as programmatic gnd sociotechnicai solut-
ions. - ) |

The functions of the village and the local cgmmunity
in the soclety indicate the following directions éf congl-

deration and reflection: ?

a) the theory of needs and the present organization

of social life, sensu largo, the mechanism and fa¢tors of
change~-in the cross section of micro-and macro-soéial chan-
gé. Tradition and ﬁ%dernity;

b)spontaneous processes and plammed processes§

c) directions of change and social goals, criterié of//;
evaluation; |

d) new taské in the sphere of,drgbnization of social
life and models of the future society (concreté-h&storical '
models flowing from sociél diagnosis at the curreht stage

of historical development, & prospective model based on.

social prognosis based most often on the extrapolatibn_of"

contemporary realities and aspirations and a utopilan model -
expressing dreams and longings, without considering a pro-

per evaluation of human nature and the laws governing the
. o ]
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psyche and gocial life ).
such a range of studies can only be accomplished by
‘a large group of investigators who represent various scien- -
tific dieciplines. Most fruitful methodologically would be
analysis along the borderlines of the sciences. The abqve
sketch is one variant of scientific preparation for this
t&pe of invqstigation.
II The village-as a scientific problem
and social value of interdisciplinary
research
1.

The problema involvd may be conceived retrospectively
or prosgpectively. The range of the former conception reach-
es deep into history, for it is possible to investigate
man's historical struggles to obtain noufishment even befo=
re the appearance of the village and‘cpmmugities of agri-
cultural préduceré and animal breeders in the post-nomadic
era, When the village and society in the European sense
(village-tovn system) became in recent decades a subject
of intensive research, vaiiohs scientific disciplines be-
gan to cooperates history and ethnography,.sociology Jjoint=-
-1y with ethno-~sociology, economy, etc;, hence fields of
scienCé interested primarily in contemporeary phenomena,
When these sﬁudies were joined by prognostics and futuro~
logy the village commenéed to be conceived also prospect-
ively.

2. .

The very essentiel problems here ares the hitherto or¥§

5)
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ganiration of the labour process and Lhe sociel astructure of
the producers of foodstuff's coming to an end? Will the village )
cease to exist as a local community, as a unit of settlement,
56 a distinet (in relation to the clty) logal-economicfdrganiz-
ation? While the historieal changes thusfar have notvuhdennined
the foundations of the village's specific and stuble elements,
the present situation is defined as:

-« a crdsis of the village and arriculture (in the stage

of @ conspicuous docline in the area of arable land, in the ra-
: : rural population
tio of agricultural output to nationsl income).the declining&

in absolute end relative figures);

- the crisis in gocial values, connected with the function-

ing of the local community based on indirect inter-personal con-.
tacts (at the stage of intensive urbanization and industrializ-
atioh in various socio-economic systems because of the progress~
ive dissolution of the traditional rural local community, the
considerable population displacement, the pressure of concept-
ions, views and values represented by city culture, etc. Due to.
all of these, there is a crisis in traditional values hitferto
acknowledged and universally accepted by the rursl populaﬂion.
To this must be added the fact that the values associated with
folk culture, which to some extent continueg to be a source of
the national culture, sre repulsed by thevurban énd consumption-
ist way of 1ife and mess culture); |

-~ the crisls of the natural environment (the growing threag

from industrial technology which creates negative side effects

upon nature end man in the spheres of biological and mental

health),
6
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3. .

The above crises situation is regarded by some investigat—
ors and a considerable part of decision-makers as the unavoid- -
able result of the development of industrialized and urbanized
society. Certain adjustments are therefore often undertaken
in order to remove the most drastic disturbeances in the cycle
of agricultural productioh and hence in the social order or
symbiosis with nature. While'various.Superficial diegnOSes,
which do SZt go deeply into the sources of the problem, often
give rise to extreme views (the apocalypsse or paradise on
earth). Conclusions are being advenced on. the need of further
mechanical eliminationvof all distinctions betweeri city and '

,country not only in the sphere of civilizing fac1lities, but |
in cultural patterns, method of organization of the labour pro-w
cessy in educatlon, etce M

The cardinal problem hence arizes: what will be the place
of the village, of agriculture and the culture of the local
commuhity in the future society? There is also the question
whether the rpral community is only a collectivity of_produ-

_cers-in vhich case the dominant problem is that of production
economy and the‘system of management, Or'whether it is first
of all a collective of people with their needs &and aspirat-
ions, values and obligations toward the broader society gﬁi%: '
it expects benefits and goods not only of material chcracter.li
The question is thus whether to apply an economic accounting -

| or A humﬁniqt accounting (which regards jointly the problem

of mterial and non-material needs from the viewpoint of the ;@

given system of supreme values).,

7
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III The village and the humanist accounting
1. .

Proposition I, It must be ‘considered thut the neglect or
belittiing the importunce of agriculture, or simply the dilri-
cult economic, tochnical and soclological problems of the rur- .
al sreds have led to & crisis situation in the Tood supply
not only in Poland but on a world scale. It is not a question,.
of course, of halting popilation migrations and thus greaidng
a category of neo-serfs tied to the soil (glebae adscripti),

but of the planned regulation of population afflux, dcpending

on the technical level of agriculturce in the ulven area. The

fewer the nﬁmbef of people serving agricultural and animal
production, the better, more cfficient and varied must be
agricultural mechinery, the higher must be the level of faun—“
ers' education, the more developed the infrastructure, elc,
The premature depopulation of the village must lcad sooner or
of agrlcultural output, the low prices of produce, the low pre-
stige of the farmer's profession, limited access 1o civilizing;
cultural goods and other factors create the pPhenomenon of the “
so-called negative selection, the result of which is thc wxo-
dus of the most enlightened and enterprising pecpie from the
villages to cities or the ehergence of a part-tiue farmers'
stratum which 1s unable to effectively increase agricultural
production
2o
Froposition Il. The attitude to the cultursl heritage

snould evidently be critical and selective. Oinerwise there

8



T
wonld be no socilal progress. Bul Lhe ever Taster tempo of
1life, the growing volume of technical informalion, the chan-
ged mode ¢f orgnniuzation of social 1life, the pressure of
existing and aroused needs-these faclors actively breuk
Jown traditional socio-cultural systems and social values
hitherto regarded desirable. Thig is the Toundation of so-
cial pathology, of the social maladjustment of individuals |
and groups, of consumptionist attitudes which disincline to;
public activity in its broad sense.

Ethnographic and ethno~sociological research have many
times confirmed the effects of disfunctional phenomena on
social collectivities if the mechanism of public activity is
too violently disturbed under the pressure of alien cultufal |
patierns and if the social group is unable to organiecally
assimilate the new complex of civilizing products ( sce
Re Firth, B.Malinowski among others).

The violent destruction of the social values created Ly
the old local community (not only the rural), cultural de-
composition, the growth and intensity of sociopathic pheno-
mena (called social pathology) endanger the very essence.of
the functioning of the mechanisms of tﬁe social micro struc-
ture irrespective of accelerated solution on” the scale of
the social macrostructure ( although the influence of the
"macro" on the "micro" is always noticeable). |

3e
Proposition IiI. Theré are mony ways of counteracting

the sbove signalized phenomena, But their common denominater

is a programne of raising the quality of life by modermizing |
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{t. AL Lhe foundation of our social, cconomic and Leelinical
aspivations i¢ the race for wmodernity. But modernily iu-
duedly becomes « fetish, a measure of progrbas, nouv only
technieal but also social, moral, intellectual... And here
ls where the hitherto proposed very general criteria are dis-
appointing.

Tradition and modernity-this is the kéy problem in con-
silderations on shaping the new Polish society, the rural
community in particular,

The thoucht premises underscored above suggest the fol-
lowihg general conclusion: solutions should be soui;ht in
the actual development of man's socidl ist environment (the,
social microstructuro-the family, companionate circles,etc.,
and in the local community) and furthermore in proper con-
‘ceptions of cultural plamning,

As is evident, this problem considerably %ranscends the
sphere of economics, of production. Tt 1is primarily a prob-
lem in the domains of axiology and sociotechnics, for it is
impossible to conceive economic and administrative activity
in modern society witﬁ?ﬁ%cial entefprise.and self-mansgemeat.,

Here is a great antynomy: how to reconcile central plan-
ning with creativity, decentralization, regional plamning,
the principle of the free development of the individual's
Personality. '

IV The village in the planning
society and models of the
Tuture eivilizetion

Tf it is écceppedvthat'in‘Qwest for the shape of the b

future =ociety and village we ought to rench for the higher
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valnes In managing oéonomic sl teehnienl pheponcna, then
the rquestion of the =orinl ethos and protnction of the so=-
cial cnvivonment nndoubtedly comes to the Corc,

New sceientific diceiplinoes hnﬁo matured in Poland vhich
Lave the task of preventing the devastatlion of the tri-sphe=-
res the bioscphere, psychosphere nnd.sociosphere.

Froblems of the protection of various phenomena involved
in that tri-sphere were formorly diffused over many scient-
ific disciplines and were often underestimated or nol obser-
ved, Tho development of Polish humanist thought, concern for
the all-sided development of the personality and unease cau-
sed by the violent leap into the adveanced stege of industrial
civilization as well as the urgent need to retain a statec

of equilibrium in the tri-sphere-these are the premisces for

the new theories and new sociotechnical programnes. To the-
se premises should be added confronta;;on with the attain-
ments of world science and assessment of the situation in- ©
the technically most advanced cowmtries (Japan, for 1nstance)
The famous appeal of U Thant, the analysis and prormosis

of the Club of Rome and others confirmed the anxicty of Do-
lish ocientlflc centres. But the guestion was not to limit

Uherepeutic measures to the analysis of externul phenonena,

—
-t

i

1t was necessery to reach to the deepest sources of thre cii-

is of mankind.

0]

Thus 0 be notes in Poiish science inm the last dozen

years or 50 is ihe emérgence of more crystélized'coneeptfonsé“

of the protection of the human race in its variouvs man1Fest»

atiens, There ic glso a gnomung antxc1pabnon that the sysf@n

11
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nf sacdal planning w1l nneeved to evercome bhu Uaucncrutlon

of Intnntitel elviltizatlon,

The new reoearch entogories and prineiples of practical

'activity inelude
- Sozoglogy - as the sclence of pretection of the nae-
turnl environment (1067, Walesy Goelel),

- eMtyphronics - s tho seience of protection of the

humun gchhe againgt negative eflects
indintnel Jevel pwiend
( 071, Jozef Bunka),

- histosoclology ~ as the science of protection of the
gocial environment (1973, Jerzy Dane L

TO0SZ).

The need for histosociology arose in conncction with the o
progressing process of devastation of the soclosphere, the ‘
disintegration of the socilal environment felt particular1y ff
in microstructures. The relation between histosociology.and1§
sociology would be the same as that between sozoalogy‘and%~ﬁf

natural science and between eMtyphronics and pPsychology

and philosophy.

The present author was inclined to advence the ProPOSi-ﬁﬁ
tion to distinguish a new independent scientific diqc1011ne iﬁ
- the ubgect of which would be to protect the social micro- :if
structuresjas the "social tissues", by the following considéfﬂi

rationss a) the need for more intensive studies of social

microstructures and their coalescence with the theory of .
culture, othn000vn0103y and futurology b) the need to brt
- to the fore the forging of new personal tles in. the dehum

' n17ed induqtr:al CjVil7odt10n and c) to counberact thc ne

12
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pagating original culture, the living word and independent

creation. The proposition also included &doption of & new
‘ ~ ‘

‘ . 2
name: histosociology (from the Greek histos = tissue).

The social tissue consiste of every system of sociel
relstions based 6n various types of gociul tics, hence of
thr dominant personal or ﬁ%terial tics. The social tissue
may be "healthy" or "sick", depending on whether it enableé
"the all-sided development of the personality or if it bam-
pers, disintegrates or destroys it. This is vhy hist000ciplo-i
gy would stress the kind of humaﬁ bonds which are most be-
neficial to the development of *the personality, namely pér-
sonal ties or, more strictly, personal ties based on mutual
goodwill., ) B
~ The sphere of interests of histosociology would thus em= f
bface some aspects of folk culture. For folk culture does
not consist only of artistic cutouts, dress, building, etc.
' It is also rites and ceremonies, social and moral rules,
A_neighbéurly cooperation, various forms of autonomy in the
local community, etce It is hence an entire system of coﬁ—»f
ceptions and views based on personal bonds and ties with naQ;
ture, J

Important here too are such questions as the organic _
continuity of culture; the ecological attitudc of spatial“'%
planning, etc. But attitudes are here such elements of the
gocial tissue which integrate’énd assure‘the proper deve16p¥f
ment of the social microstructure on the basis of persohal |

tieB. .

13
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Tlistosociology is thus a version of sociotechniés‘and‘ih-”
terpretor of the manner of preventing deva;pation of the socib;;?
‘sphere; clesely linked with the theory of the social ethos :
and protection of the social‘ehvﬁronmenﬁ.

. It needsﬁ;o be stressed that the conceptions protection
of the social ethos or protection of the social environment do
not mean. the defence of all traditional social attitudes,
patterns of thought and behsviour., For there is a constant
. process of historical change and of transformations of systems
of values, ways of life, etc. But it is necessary to bear in
mind the existence of ethical immutables. Protection in thié
sense means protection of man himself in his socisl environ-
ment, '

If the broad thepretical Hofizons of developmen% of thq$
rural areas and the local community are regerded from thgtuiﬁ?“
point of view, then'it is possible to consider models of civi-
lization of the future society. And this becomes all the more
necessary if it is sccepted that the type of civilization calé‘
led indw trial has its ultimate 1limit of intensiiy which can-
not be exceeded by continuous qpantitativg increase. It does
not seem to this author though that post-industriél civilizate

ion will be based on a varisnt of industrial civilization

which does not lead to that extreme limit. Transformation
ought to be of a qualitative, not a quantitative character.
Initiation of the scientifie-~technical revolution, the -
wa;chword of all hnmnniﬂy,yéreates the‘boééibiiity-in the spe;’i
cifiec Polish conditions of sociéést planning-of an earlier fﬁ
trasmeition to tke stage of post-industrial‘civilizatiqh. The _'?
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present author 1is convinced that pogt-industviai clvilization -
may be realized beforé'inﬂustrial civilization has reached
its peak of development,, for the former is precisely the staw
ge when the deformations of thelatter commence to be elimi-
nated. This may moreover happen not only when complete mater-
ial affluence has heen attained =nd not only when industrial

.civilization has reached the extreme limit of intensity.v
Post-industrial civilization is the stage when the prima-

ry value becomes ﬁ}otection of the natural environment, thg
consequences of which are‘not so much the checking of techni-
cal progress as fiving it new directions (e.g., limiting che;
.micalization in favour of other forms of acting on nature).
Solution of at least the most important tedhhico-economic
. and physio-strategic (sozo#logical) problems in the shortest
possible time will sefeguard humanity from self-dgstruction
in a bioldgical sense. »

"But it may be foreseen that the further stage of developQQ
ment of post-indmstrial civilization, which will be marked
by an intensified scientific-technical revoluiion, will causéi
the accumulation of probiems in the aphere of histosociology -
vhich will compel anew & humanist revolution. This will conp;f
front us with the need of implementing a model of a humano-' f

centric civilization. The germs of a humanist revolution

are already visible today in the forms of youth protests and
revolts, calls for reform of the educational system and for
permahent (continuous) educatioh; the défehce of lﬁstiﬁg“efﬁ;f

ical values, etc. Thlis 1s why the process - of transformation’gf

of the rural areas and the local community cennot be regardedj

15
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.as a final stége which is followved by a fully urbanized socie-
ty.

The village 1s both a settlement and social unite. This
requires very cautious and flexible appfoaches to spatial
and social planning, so that the evolution of social ties and
values constitutes a stage of organic development gnd not a
sudden change carryling with it social disintegratign. But this
is a subject of detailed analysis and studies, For it is not

a matter of projecting still enother social utopia.

16




Reference notes /5

1 Jean Fouvastie, lysifi przdwodnie (Juiding Thoughts), War-

szava 19724 pe e
2 The present author first signalized the problem and offexw
ed terminological propositions 1in the article entitled Jies i -

perspektywy rozwoju cywilizacji indusirialnej (The Rural Areas

and the Developmental Perspective of Industrial Civilization) in
Czlowiek_w Pracy 1 w osiedlu (Man at Work and in the Housing
Settlement), Warszawa, nr 6, 1973, pp. 5~16,

3 In a paper delivered at the European Congress of Rural SoQ
ciolqu at Rome (july 1973) I presented the following proposi=-
tions:

"This view 1s based on the assumption that people ounght to work
and live in different types of micro-regions linked by a common
eco=- and socio-sphere subordinate to the basic administrative
unitsy not differentiated into city and countrye, Such micro-
regions ares

~ micro-region (A)= the living zone (residential, the servicess‘ f
trading and social, cultural institutions, sports facilities, Lo
etc,) with a relatively small degree of pollution fromtechnolou-/ g
gical fallout, with large green belte and the perlphnral main

- communications arteries not traversing the settlement, etc,

People of various occupational groups, workers in b rge plants
and farmers, for instance, may live in settlements of that zone.

(There would be rapid means of transportation to other zones:

industrial, agricultural, etc.);
~ micro-refion (B)= an industrial zone (pollutad) which nust
" be snparatOG {rom re31dentlal zones by large spsatial protectlva

barrlers (2-3 km green belt, etc.). People in zones of congen-

17
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trated industrial plants should spend there only the regulation-
number of working hours then move to relatively clean areas,
1.€.y to the residential zones;

; ~ micro-region (C)~ an égriculturgl zone with small processing
wplants; ‘

- micro-region (D)=~ a recréétion~tourism zone with developed
hotel and service bases, a thick network of tourist institutioné; .
etcCes | |

- micro-region (E)~ a‘zone of national parks without paths for
mass tourism; including zones 6f strict reservations open only
to scientists of appropriate specializations, | ,

A further poséiblé‘xproposal is.that sméll towns (6f 2-5000
inhabitants) should be the subjects of experimentation in modern
spatial planning in the sphere of micré-regional systems, with

consideration of the above principlésu
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